Boston Public Schools Full Service Community Schools Application Abstract
The Boston Public Schools (BPS), a diverse, urban school system serving 56,340 preK-12 students in 135 schools, is requesting $500,000 per year for five years to support the development and expansion of three full-service community schools (FSCS).
1. Jeremiah Burke High School (730 students grades 9-12). The Burke has been identified as a persistently lowest-achieving school by the Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education. Key partners in the Burke’s FSCS will be Focus Training, the Private Industry Council, Freedom House, the NAACP and City Year. Partners will provide academic supports/enrichment; mentoring/youth development; family education, engagement, and support; and assistance to students who have been chronically absent, truant, suspended, or expelled.
2. Young Achievers Science and Mathematics Pilot School (YA) (550 students in grades K1-8). In 2009-2010, the YA merged with the under-performing Lewenberg Middle School and had 44% new students this past school year. Key partners in the YA’s FSCS will be Children’s Hospital Neighborhood Partnerships, Tutors for All, and Wediko’s School-Based Services. Partners will provide primary health care access/coordination; academic support/enrichment; and assistance to students who have been chronically absent, truant, suspended, or expelled.
3. Higginson/Lewis K-8 School (383 students in grades PK-8). In 2009-2010, the Higginson Elementary School merged with the underperforming Lewis Middle School. Key partners in the Higginson/Lewis FSCS will be the Black Ministerial Alliance, the New England Eye Institute, Boston University’s Smart Smiles Dental Program, and Boston Medical Center’s Department of Pediatrics. Partners will provide family education, engagement, and support; primary health and dental care; and mental health services.
With this effort, BPS will break new ground by demonstrating that the full-service schools approach is a powerful strategy to turn around persistently under-performing schools. The comprehensive plan will support community partnerships that align with each school’s instructional priorities in four key priority areas across schools: 1) improving achievement of English Language Learners (ELLs); 2) increasing family engagement, education, and support; 3) re-engaging students who have a history of low attendance, negative behavior and/or academic failure; and 4) meeting the health needs of students and their families. The overall context for the plan is the BPS 5-Year Acceleration Agenda, an ambitious plan with rigorous academic targets.
The target population is the students and their families, and other members of each school community. Students and families in these schools have more ethnic/racial diversity and much higher percentage of poverty compared to statewide data. According to the BPS risk classification system, a third to more than half of some classes at each school is likely to drop out without sustained intervention. The project will serve an estimated 1790 individuals in year one increasing to 2,163 by year five. The contact person is: Marta Gredler, Program Director, Boston Public Schools DELTAS, 443 Warren Street, Dorchester, MA 02121, 617-635-6609. mgredler@boston.k12.ma.us
